
The Lord’s Day---   

   9:30 am.--Adult Christian Education— Amazing Grace: The History and 
Doctrine of Calvinism.  Instructor, -- Dante Salcedo 

 10:30 am.--Morning Worship. 

   6:00 pm.—Evening Worship— Studies in the book of Hebrews 

Monday:-- 6:30 pm.  Bible Study:-- Pilgrim’s Progress.     

Wednesday – 7:30 pm. Bible Study – the Compendium.  Spanish Studies 

Thursday:- -- 4:00 p.m. -- Studies in the book of Galatians (Plainfield MacDonalds               

Thursday: -- 6.00 pm. General Studies:  Questions and Answers 

Friday:  4:00 p.m. – Studies in the book of Nahum (Plainfield, MacDonalds) 

Saturday:-- 6:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship (The 1st Saturday evening of  the month 
– Studies in the 10 Commandments) 

Announcements:    

1. Prayer Requests:  Continue to lift up in prayer the spiritual life of our 
congregation. Sandy Daniels. Missions. Our brethren in the Philippines. Unsaved 
friends and loved ones.  Remember Mr. James. Elaine’s mom. Aaron.  Pastor Rem. 
Our President and our nation’s leadership.  

2. Praise Note:  Tom’s surgery went very, very well and he is home resting.  
Continue to remember him in prayer during these days of recuperation.  

3. This Evening:  6:00.  We will continue watching a series of movies on the lives 
of the great Protestant Reformers.  To date we have viewed the lives of Wycliffe, 
Huss and Luther.  This evening we will watch the movie on the life of William 
Tyndall the translator and martyr.  All are cordially welcome.  A brief season of 
discussion will follow.   

4. Saturday:  Women’s Fellowship will meet at 6:00 in the Library Room.   

5. Communion:   Next Sabbath we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper together.  
Come with joyful, thankful hearts.  

6. Hymn Sing:  Pot Providence fellowship dinner will be held at 5:00 followed by 
a time of praise in singing and devotion.  

Wherever we find the Word of God surely preached and heard, and the sacraments 
administered according to the institution of Christ, there, it is not to be doubted, is a 
church of God. -- John Calvin 

Weekly Schedule 

 
Light, From Age to Age the Same 

London Baptist Confession 1689 

Chapter 18: Of the Assurance of Grace and 
Salvation 
1._____ Although temporary believers, and other unregenerate men, 
may vainly deceive themselves with false hopes and carnal 
presumptions of being in the favour of God and state of salvation, 
which hope of theirs shall perish; yet such as truly believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and love him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good 
conscience before him, may in this life be certainly assured that they 
are in the state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God, which hope shall never make them ashamed. 

( Job 8:13, 14; Matthew 7:22, 23; 1 John 2:3; 1 John 3:14, 18, 19, 21, 24; 1 John 
5:13; Romans 5:2, 5 )  

2._____ This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probable 
persuasion grounded upon a fallible hope, but an infallible assurance 
of faith founded on the blood and righteousness of Christ revealed in 
the Gospel; and also upon the inward evidence of those graces of the 
Spirit unto which promises are made, and on the testimony of the 
Spirit of adoption, witnessing with our spirits that we are the children 
of God; and, as a fruit thereof, keeping the heart both humble and 
holy.  

( Hebrews 6:11, 19; Hebrews 6:17, 18; 2 Peter 1:4, 5, 10, 11; Romans 8:15, 16; 1 
John 3:1-3 )  

3._____ This infallible assurance doth not so belong to the essence of 
faith, but that a true believer may wait long, and conflict with many 
difficulties before he be partaker of it; yet being enabled by the Spirit 
to know the things which are freely given him of God, he may, 

Congregational Reading 



without extraordinary revelation, in the right use of means, attain 
thereunto: and therefore it is the duty of every one to give all 
diligence to make his calling and election sure, that thereby his heart 
may be enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, in love and 
thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties of 
obedience, the proper fruits of this assurance; -so far is it from 
inclining men to looseness. 

( Isaiah 50:10; Psalms 88; Psalms 77:1-12; 1 John 4:13; Hebrews 6:11, 12; 
Romans 5:1, 2, 5; Romans 14:17; Psalms 119:32; Romans 6:1,2; Titus 2:11, 12, 
14 )  

 

Longings After God 

 
y dear Lord, I can but tell Thee 
that Thou knowest I long for 
nothing but Thyself, nothing 
but holiness, nothing but union 
with Thy will. Thou hast given 

me these desires, and thou alone canst give 
me the thing desired. My soul longs for 
communion with Thee, for mortification of 
indwelling corruption, especially spiritual 
pride. How precious it is to have a tender 
sense and clear apprehension of the mystery 
of godliness, of true holiness! What a blessedness to be like Thee as much as it is 
possible for a creature to be like its creator! Lord, give me more of Thy likeness; 
enlarge my soul to contain fullness of holiness; engage me to live more for Thee. 
Help me to be less pleased with my spiritual experiences, and when I feel at ease 
after sweet communings, teach me it is far too little I know and do. Blessed 
Lord, let me climb up near to Thee, and love, and long, and plead, and wrestle 
with Thee, and pant for deliverance from the body of sin, for my heart is 
wandering and lifeless, and my soul mourns to think it should ever lose sight of 
its beloved. Wrap my life in divine love, and keep me ever desiring Thee, always 
humble and resigned to Thy will, more fixed on Thyself, that I may be more 
fitted for doing and-suffering.  
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SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 

 

HE LITERALLY WALKS ON WATER  

 
 

ould you like to be able to walk on water the way Jesus did? The 
closest human beings have come to walking on water is water 
skiing, which some even do without skis. But they still need a 
powerful and noisy power boat to do it. But there is an animal that 
can walk on water without help of any kind. 

The basilisk lizard is yet another tribute to God's unlimited creativity, knowledge 
and power. Basilisk are found from Mexico to Ecuador and are equally at home 
in the trees, on the ground and in and on the water. The basilisk is an excellent 
climber and can outrun any enemy on the ground. Since its back legs are 
proportionately longer than its front legs, when it needs extra speed, it can run 
just on its back legs. It runs so fast that it can run across the surface of a body of 
water that's up to 100 feet wide. That's impressive for a creature that can reach 
two feet in length! Skin flaps on both sides of its back toes, as well as scale 
fringes on the toes, help the basilisk to stay on the surface. Should the basilisk 
run into danger while crossing the water, it sinks beneath the surface and either 
swims or runs along the bottom in a different direction. The lizard is able to stay 
underwater for several hours. 

While the basilisk's method of walking on water is different from our Lord's, its 
abilities come from the same God. This lizard shows the wisdom and power of 
God to do things that seem impossible to us, including giving forgiveness of sins 
and eternal life to us through His Son Jesus Christ. 
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 God’s Creation 



 

Mamma, kiss me! 
(J.R. Miller) 

hat was a touching story which Mr. 
Gladstone gave in Parliament, when 
announcing the death of the Princess 
Alice. Her little boy was ill with 
diphtheria, and the mother had been 

cautioned not to inhale the poisoned breath. 
The child was tossing in the delirium of 
fever. The Princess stood beside him and 
laid her hand on his brow to caress him. The 
touch cooled the fevered brain, and brought 
back the wandering soul from its wild 
delirium. He nestled a moment in his 
mother's lap; then, throwing his arms around her neck, he whispered, "Mamma, 
kiss me." Mother-love was stronger than all the injunctions of physicians--and 
she pressed her lips to the child's. The result was her death.  

You say that she was foolish. Yet where is the mother who would not have done 
the same? Love stops at no peril, at no sacrifice. There was great peril in Christ's 
own mission to this world. In His marvelous love for us, He put his lips to the 
poison of our sin--and died in our place! 

"Christ loved the church, and gave Himself up for her!" Ephesians 5:25  

"I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep!" 
John 10:11                                          (4-7-13) 

 
Although one may know, word for word, the entire contents of some chapter of 
Scripture; and although he may have taken the time to thoughtfully ponder every 
sentence therein--yet, on every subsequent occasion, provided one comes to it 
again in the spirit of humble inquiry, each fresh reading will reveal new gems 
never seen there before and new delights will be experienced never met with 
previously. The most familiar passages will yield as much refreshment at the 
thousandth perusal--as they did at the first! 
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The Honest Hour 

Princess Alice 

The Bible has been likened to a fountain of living water--the fountain is ever the 
same, but the water is always fresh!  -- Arthur Pink  

 

I am not skilled to 
Understand 

By 

Dorothy (“Dora”) Greenwell 
1821 - 1882 

 
ote: English poetess Dora Greenwell 
published fourteen books of verse 
during her lifetime. On the title page of 
each volume was a crest picturing a hand holding tightly to a cross. The 
accompanying Latin motto, “Et teneo et teneor”, expresses a profound 
truth: “I both hold and am being held.” In faith, believers cling to God, 

but we are assured also that He will never let go of His child (Jn. 10:28-29). 

In one of her books, called Songs of Salvation (published in 1873), are eight of 
Miss Greenwell’s poems. One of them has become a hymn now found in many 
hymnals. Though we usually know it by the opening line, in his Sacred Songs 
and Solos, Ira Sankey entitled the song “My Refuge, My Saviour,” taking these 
words from Second Samuel 22:3. 

Many of us enjoy watching or listening to those who demonstrate great skill at 
something. Whether it’s a baseball player a piano player, or something else, we 
admire the hours of training and practice, and the natural talent, that combine to 
make a superb athlete or musician. On another front, an area of developed skill 
that’s important to every Christian is the ability to study and understand the 
Word of God. 
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 Hymn studies 



“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing [correctly handling] the word of truth” (II Tim. 
2:15; cf. Ps. 1:1-3). 

The problem is that fallen man does not have the spiritual perception to 
understand the Word of God, or the power to apply and obey it, even if he could 
grasp its meaning. 

“The natural man [one born naturally, but not born again] does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned” (I Cor. 2:14). 

Regeneration and the indwelling Holy Spirit change that. He is “the Spirit of 
truth” (Jn. 15:26). He is the Revealer and Illuminator of God’s Word (Jn. 14:26; 
16:13-15). 

“‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God has prepared for those who love Him.’ But God has revealed 
them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God” (I Cor. 2:9-10). 

But there’s a further difficulty with that. God is infinite; we are finite. Even with 
the illumination of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we Christians are going to find 
many things that are beyond our reach, when it comes to the spiritual and eternal 
realm, and particularly when it has to do with the transcendent Godhead. 

“Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite” (Ps. 
147:5). Job was a great saint, with an understanding of God that was way ahead 
of his time. Yet he says at one point: “Indeed these are the mere edges of His 
ways, and how small a whisper we hear of Him! But the thunder of His power 
who can understand?” (Job 26:14). 

Even so, this does not, as the saying goes, let us off the hook. We are still called 
upon to study and seek to know what we can, and we are responsible to apply 
what we know, and respond to what we know (cf. Heb. 5:11-14). That is the 
thrust of Dora Greenwell’s hymn. 

               Verse -1) I am not skilled to understand 
What God hath willed, what God hath planned; 
I only know at His right hand 
Is One who is my Saviour! 

               Verse -2) I take Him at His word indeed; 
“Christ died for sinners”–this I read; 
For in my heart I find a need 
Of Him to be my Saviour! 

The author rejoices in the knowledge of who Christ is, and what He’s done for 
her. And the hymn recognizes that we can “grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 3:18). We can learn more. 

             Verse -3) That He should leave His place on high 

And come for sinful man to die, 
You count it strange? So once did I, 
Before I knew my Saviour! 

The Apostle Paul prayed for the Ephesian believers that they would “know the 
love of Christ that passes [surpasses] knowledge” (Eph. 3:19). Even though He is 
infinitely beyond us, it will be the delight of time and eternity to continue to 
learn more and more. 

              Verse -4) And oh, that He fulfilled may see 
The travail of His soul in me, 
And with His work contented be, 
As I with my dear Saviour! 

Questions: 
1) If you were to take an inventory, what do you know in terms of spiritual truth, 
and your knowledge of God, that you didn’t know a year ago? 

2) What have you done with what you’ve learned” 

 

Martin Luther’s Devotions: 
Faith Alone 

Edited by James C. Galvin 

Enriched With Scripture 

 
Fix these words of minje in your hearts and minds; 
tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them 
on your foreheads. – Deuteronomy 11:18, 19 

hen children are old enough to begin grasping the concepts of faith, 
they should make a habit of bringing home verses of Scripture from 
church.  They should recite these verses to their parents at 
mealtime.  Then they should write the verses down and put them in 
little pouches or pockets, just as they put pennies and other coins in 

a purse. Let the pouch of faith be a golden one. Verses about coming to faith, 
such as Psalm 51:5; John 1:29;Romans 4:25; and Romans 5:12, are like gold 
coins for that little pouch.  Let the pouch of love be a silver one.   The verses 
about good doing, such as Mathhew 5:11; Matthew 25:40; Galatians 5:13; and 
Hebrews 12:6, are like silver coins for this pouch 
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Cloud	of	Witnesses	

 

No one should think they are too smart for this game and look down on this kind 
of child’s play.  Christ had to become a man in order to train us.  If we want to 
train childern, then we must become children with them.  I wish this kind of 
child’s  was more widespead. In a short time, we would see an abundance of 
Christian people rich in Scripture and in the knowledge of God. They would 
make more of these pouches, and by using them, they would learn all the 
scipture.  

As it is now, people go to hear a sermon and leave again unchanged.  They act 
like a sermon is only worth the time it takes to hear it.  No one thinks 
aboutlearning anything from it or rememberint it. Some people listen to sermons 
for three or four years and still don’t learn enough to respond to a single question 
about faith. Molre than enough has been written in books, butnot nearly enough 
has been driven into our hearts. ---- (1-30) 

Orderly, Systematic & Profitable 
Bible Reading 

     Set your heart unto all the words which I testify among you 
this day. -- Deuteronomy 32:46 
      Understandest thou what thou readest? -- Acts 8:30 
WILLIAM JAY (1769-1853): Set your heart to read all these words. 

 
MARTYN LLOYD-JONES (1899-1981): Our approach to the Bible is 
something which is of vital importance…We should not read the Scriptures 
merely in order that we may say that we have read our daily portion, and so 
have done our duty. 

A. W. PINK (1886-1952): Some read it traditionally, because their parents 
and grandparents read a portion each day. 

MARTYN LLOYD-JONES: That is no reason for reading the Scriptures. 

Cloud	of	Witnesses	

 

The devil will encourage people to read the Bible, as long as he can encourage 
them to read it very superficially at the same time. As long as they’ve read 
their little daily portion, and feel all is well whether they’ve understood it or 
not, the devil is really very happy. They say, “I’ve read my Scriptures; I know 
my Scriptures.” But they don’t know the truth. It’s the truth alone, it’s 
this understanding,it’s getting down to the doctrine, digging down to the 
depths! 

WILLIAM JAY: Set your heart to understand all these words. “Let him that 
readeth understand,” Mark 13:14. Without this, the perusal will be little more 
than a mere mechanical exercise. 

J. C. RYLE (1816-1900): Read all the Bible, and read it in an orderly way. I 
fear there are many parts of the Word which some people never read at all. 
This is to say the least, a very presumptuous habit. “All Scripture is 
profitable,” 2 Timothy 3:16. To this habit may be traced that want of broad, 
well-proportioned views of truth, which is so common in this day. 

GEORGE MÜLLER (1805-1898): Leaving out some chapters here and 
there is practically saying, that certain portions are better than others; or, that 
there are certain parts of revealed truth are unprofitable or unnecessary 

C. H. SPURGEON (1834-1892): Is there any part of what the Lord has 
written which you have never read? I was struck with my brother Archibald 
Brown’s observation that he bethought himself that unless he read the 
Scriptures through from one end to the other end there might be inspired 
teachings which had never been known to him, and so he resolved to read the 
books in their order; and, having done so once, he continued the habit. Have 
we, any of us, omitted to do this? 

J. C. RYLE: Some people’s Bible-reading is a system of perpetual dipping 
and picking. They do not seem to have an idea of regularly going through the 
whole book. 

JOHN NEWTON (1725-1807): I know not a better rule of reading the 
Scripture, than to read it through from beginning to end; and, when we have 
finished it once, to begin it again. We shall meet with many passages which 
we can make little improvement of, but not so many in second reading as in 
the first, and fewer in the third than in the second: provided we pray to Him 
who has the keys to open our understandings, and to anoint our eyes with His 
spiritual ointment. The course of reading today will prepare some lights for 
what we shall read tomorrow, and throw a farther light upon what we read 
yesterday. Experience only can prove the advantage of this method, if steadily 
persevered in. 

GEORGE MÜLLER: It is of immense importance for the understanding of 
the Word of God, to read it in course, so that we may read every day a portion 
of the Old and a portion of the New Testament, going on where we previously 
left off. This is important because it throws light upon the connection; and a 
different course, according to which one habitually selects particular chapters, 
will make it utterly impossible to ever understand much of the Scriptures…It 
may keep us, by the blessing of God, from erroneous views, as in reading thus 
regularly through the Scriptures we are led to see the meaning of the whole, 
and also kept from laying too much stress upon certain favourite views. 



J. C. RYLE: No doubt in times of sickness and affliction it is allowable to 
search out seasonable portions. But with this exception, I believe it is by far 
the best plan to begin the Old and New Testaments at the same time―to read 
each straight through to the end, and then begin again. This is a matter in 
which every one must be persuaded in his own mind. I can only say it has 
been my own plan for nearly forty years, and I have never seen cause to alter 
it. 

MARTYN LLOYD-JONES: I am a great advocate of schemes of Bible 
reading, but we have to be careful that in our use of such schemes we are not 
content just to read the portion for the day and then to rush off without 
thought and meditation. That can be quite profitless…I am not attacking 
systematic reading―All I am saying is that you should be careful that the devil 
in his wiliness does not come in and make you content with a mere 
mechanical reading of the Scriptures without really looking at them, and 
meditation upon them, and without realizing what they are saying, and 
without drawing lessons for yourself, and praying about the exercise. It takes 
time to read Scripture properly. It is very easy to read a number of verses and 
rush off to catch your bus or train. That is not reading the Scriptures; that 
may be quite useless. You must stop and look and think. 

JOHN TRAPP (1601-1699): It is a lamentable thing that most people have 
either so much or so little to do, that they can never find time to look into the 
Scriptures to any purpose. 

MARTYN LLOYD-JONES: I’m always afraid to say a thing like this, but 
there is an awful danger in these mechanical schemes of Bible study; that you 
just rush through it, you’ve done your portion. My friend, does the 
Bible speak to you every day? If it doesn’t, I’m inclined to suggest you drop 
your schemes for a moment, and just take a verse and begin to think about it, 
and ask it, ‘What is it you’re saying to me?” We are not meant to rush through 
the Bible a given number of times in a year, or however often you do it. The 
Bible is the Word of God, it’s the food of the soul, it’s the Spirit’s message to 
you. 

THOMAS ADAM (1701-1784): Perhaps it may be a good rule in the 
reading of Scripture, not to run from one passage to another, or suppose it a 
duty to read a certain portion of it every day, but to dwell upon particular 
passages, till they have in some measure done their office. 

GEORGE MÜLLER: What is the food for the inner man?—not the simple 
reading of the Word of God, so that it only passes through our minds, just as 
water runs through a pipe. No, we must consider what we read, ponder over 
it, and apply it to our own hearts. 
 

 
"After the Bible itself, no book so profoundly influenced early Protestant sentiment as 
the Book of Martyrs. Even in our own time it is still a 
living force.” – J. M. Dodds  
Chapter 5. part 8 

An Account of the 
Inquisition 

 -- continued --  

 

The Life of William Gardiner 
illiam Gardiner was born at Bristol, 
received a tolerable education, and 
was, at a proper age, placed under the care of a merchant, named 
Paget. 

At the age of twenty-six years, he was, by his master, sent to 
Lisbon to act as factor. Here he applied himself to the study of the Portuguese 
language, executed his business with assiduity and despatch, and behaved with 
the most engaging affability to all persons with whom he had the least concern. 
He conversed privately with a few, whom he knew to be zealous Protestants; 
and, at the same time cautiously avoided giving the least offence to any who 
were Roman Catholics; he had not, however, hitherto gone into any of the popish 
churches. 

A marriage being concluded between the king of Portugal's son, and the Infanta 
of Spain, upon the wedding-day the bridegroom, bride, and the whole court went 
to the cathedral church, attended by multitudes of all ranks of people, and among 
the rest William Gardiner, who stayed during the whole ceremony, and was 
greatly shocked at the superstitions he saw. 

The erroneous worship which he had seen ran strongly in his mind; he was 
miserable to see a whole country sunk into such idolatry, when the truth of the 
Gospel might be so easily obtained. He, therefore, took the inconsiderate, though 
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laudable design, into his head, of making a reform in Portugal, or perishing in the 
attempt; and determined to sacrifice his prudence to his zeal, though he became a 
martyr upon the occasion. 

To this end, he settled all his worldly affairs, paid his debts, closed his books, 
and consigned over his merchandise. On the ensuing Sunday he went again to 
the cathedral church, with a New Testament in his hand, and placed himself near 
the altar. 

The king and the court soon appeared, and a cardinal began Mass, at that part of 
the ceremony in which the people adore the wafer. Gardiner could hold out no 
longer, but springing towards the cardinal, he snatched the host from him, and 
trampled it under his feet. 

This action amazed the whole congregation, and one person, drawing a dagger, 
wounded Gardiner in the shoulder, and would, by repeating the blow, have 
finished him, had not the king called to him to desist. 

Gardiner, being carried before the king, the monarch asked him what 
countryman he was: to which he replied, "I am an Englishman by birth, a 
Protestant by religion, and a merchant by occupation. What I have done is not 
out of contempt to your royal person, God forbid it should, but out of an honest 
indignation, to see the ridiculous superstitious and gross idolatries practiced 
here." 

The king, thinking that he had been stimulated by some other person to act as he 
had done, demanded who was his abetter, to which he replied, "My own 
conscience alone. I would not hazard what I have done for any man living, but I 
owe that and all other services to God." 

Gardiner was sent to prison, and a general order issued to apprehend all 
Englishmen in Lisbon. This order was in a great measure put into execution, 
(some few escaping) and many innocent persons were tortured to make them 
confess if they knew any thing of the matter; in particular, a person who resided 
in the same house with Gardiner was treated with unparalleled barbarity to make 
him confess something which might throw a light upon the affair. 

Gardiner himself was then tormented in the most excruciating manner; but in the 
midst of all his torments he gloried in the deed. Being ordered for death, a large 
fire was kindled near a gibbet, Gardiner was drawn up to the gibbet by pulleys, 
and then let down near the fire, but not so close as to touch it; for they burnt or 
rather roasted him by slow degrees. Yet he bore his sufferings patiently and 
resigned his soul to the Lord cheerfully. 

It is observable that some of the sparks that were blown from the fire, (which 
consumed Gardiner) towards the haven, burnt one of the king's ships of war, and 
did other considerable damage. The Englishmen who were taken up on this 
occasion were, soon after Gardiner's death, all discharged, except the person who 
resided in the same house with him, who was detained two years before he could 
procure his liberty. – To be continued.  

The Christian who has stopped repenting has stopped growing. --- A.W. Pink 

 
Dear Reader:  Lord willing we will be including “Bible Introductions” in the 
Continuing Witness to assist you in your studies of God’s Word.  We  recom-
mend that these outlines be well studied, and that you use them as a guide as you 
read and mark your Bibles.   

Title --        Nehemiah
Nehemiah (“Jehovah comforts”) is a famous cupbearer, who never appears in 
Scripture outside of this book. As with the books of Ezra and Esther, named after 
his contemporaries (see Introductions to Ezra and Esther), the book recounts 
selected events of his leadership and was titled after him. Both the Greek 
Septuagint (LXX) and the Latin Vulgate named this book “Second Ezra.” Even 
though the two books of Ezra and Nehemiah are separate in most English Bibles, 
they may have once been joined together in a single unit as currently in the 
Hebrew texts. New Testament writers do not quote Nehemiah. 

Author and Date 

Though much of this book was clearly drawn from Nehemiah’s personal diaries 
and written from his first person perspective (1:1–7:5; 12:27–43; 13:4–31), both 
Jewish and Christian traditions recognize Ezra as the author. This is based on 
external evidence that Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book as reflected 
in the LXX and Vulgate; it is also based on internal evidence such as the 
recurrent “hand of the LORD” theme which dominates both Ezra and Nehemiah 
and the author’s role as a priest-scribe. As a scribe, he had access to the royal 
archives of Persia, which accounts for the myriad of administrative documents 
found recorded in the two books, especially in the book of Ezra. Very few people 
would have been allowed access to the royal archives of the Persian Empire, but 
Ezra proved to be the exception (cf. Ezra 1:2–4; 4:9–22; 5:7–17; 6:3–12). 

The events in Nehemiah 1 commence late in the year 446 B.C., the 20th year of 
the Persian king, Artaxerxes (464–423 B.C.). The book follows chronologically 
from Nehemiah’s first term as governor of Jerusalem ca. 445–433 B.C. (Neh. 1–

BIBLE INTRODUCTIONS 

By 

John MacArthur  

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth. -- 2Ti 2:15   



12) to his second term, possibly beginning ca. 424 B.C. (Neh. 13). Nehemiah 
was written by Ezra sometime during or after Nehemiah’s second term, but no 
later than 400 B.C. 

Background and Setting 

True to God’s promise of judgment, He brought the Assyrians and Babylonians 
to deliver His chastisement upon wayward Judah and Israel. In 722 B.C. the 
Assyrians deported the 10 northern tribes and scattered them all over the then 
known world (2 Kin. 17). Several centuries later, ca. 605–586 B.C., God used 
the Babylonians to sack, destroy, and nearly depopulate Jerusalem (2 Kin. 25) 
because Judah had persisted in her unfaithfulness to the covenant. God chastened 
His people with 70 years of captivity in Babylon (Jer. 25:11). 

During the Jews’ captivity, world empire leadership changed hands from the 
Babylonians to the Persians (ca. 539 B.C.; Dan. 5), after which Daniel received 
most of his prophetic revelation (cf. Dan. 6, 9–12). The book of Ezra begins with 
the decree of Cyrus, a Persian king, to return God’s people to Jerusalem to 
rebuild God’s house (ca. 539 B.C.), and chronicles the reestablishment of 
Judah’s national calendar of feasts and sacrifices. Zerubbabel and Joshua led the 
first return (Ezra 1–6) and rebuilt the temple. Esther gives a glimpse of the Jews 
left in Persia (ca. 483–473 B.C.) when Haman attempted to eliminate the Jewish 
race. Ezra 7–10 recounts the second return led by Ezra in 458 B.C. Nehemiah 
chronicles the third return to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem (ca. 445 B.C.). 

At that time in Judah’s history, the Persian Empire dominated the entire Near 
Eastern world. Its administration of Judah, although done with a loose hand, was 
mindful of disruptions or any signs of rebellion from its vassals. Rebuilding the 
walls of conquered cities posed the most glaring threat to the Persian central 
administration. Only a close confidant of the king himself could be trusted for 
such an operation. At the most critical juncture in Judah’s revitalization, God 
raised up Nehemiah to exercise one of the most trusted roles in the empire, the 
King’s cupbearer and confidant. Life under the Persian king Artaxerxes (ca. 
464–423 B.C.) had its advantages for Nehemiah. Much like Joseph, Esther, and 
Daniel, he had attained a significant role in the palace which then ruled the 
ancient world, a position from which God could use him to lead the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem’s walls in spite of its implications for Persian control of that city. 

Several other historical notes are of interest. First, Esther was Artaxerxes’ 
stepmother and could have easily influenced him to look favorably upon the 
Jews, especially Nehemiah. Second, Daniel’s prophetic 70 weeks began with the 
decree to rebuild the city issued by Artaxerxes in 445 B.C. (cf. chaps. 1, 2). 
Third, the Elephantine papyri (Egyptian documents), dated to the late 5th century 
B.C., support the account of Nehemiah by mentioning Sanballat the governor of 
Samaria (2:19), Jehohanan (6:18; 12:23), and Nehemiah’s being replaced as 
governor of Jerusalem by Bigvai (ca. 410 B.C; Neh. 10:16). Finally, Nehemiah 
and Malachi represent the last of the OT canonical writings, both in terms of the 
time the events occurred (Mal. 1–4; Neh. 13) and the time when they were 
recorded by Ezra. Thus the next messages from God for Israel do not come until 

over 400 years of silence had passed, after which the births of John the Baptist 
and Jesus Christ were announced (Matt. 1; Luke 1, 2). 

With the full OT revelation of Israel’s history prior to Christ’s incarnation being 
completed, the Jews had not yet experienced the fullness of God’s various 
covenants and promises to them. While there was a Jewish remnant, as promised 
to Abraham (cf. Gen. 15:5), it does not appear to be even as large as at the time 
of the Exodus (Num. 1:46). The Jews neither possessed the Land (Gen. 15:7) nor 
did they rule as a sovereign nation (Gen. 12:2). The Davidic throne was 
unoccupied (cf. 2 Sam. 7:16), although the High-Priest was of the line of Eleazar 
and Phinehas (cf. Num. 25:10–13). God’s promise to consummate the New 
Covenant of redemption awaited the birth, crucifixion, and resurrection of 
Messiah (cf. Heb. 7–10). 

Historical and Theological Themes 

Careful attention to the reading of God’s Word in order to perform His will is a 
constant theme. The spiritual revival came in response to Ezra’s reading of “the 
Book of the Law of Moses” (8:1). After the reading, Ezra and some of the priests 
carefully explained its meaning to the people in attendance (8:8). The next day, 
Ezra met with some of the fathers of the households, the priests, and Levites, “in 
order to understand the words of the Law” (8:13). The sacrificial system was 
carried on with careful attention to perform it “as it is written in the Law” (10:34, 
36). So deep was their concern to abide by God’s revealed will that they took “a 
curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law … ” (10:29). When the marriage 
reforms were carried out, they acted in accordance with that which “they read 
from the Book of Moses” (13:1). 

A second major theme, the obedience of Nehemiah, is explicitly referred to 
throughout the book due to the fact that the book is based on the memoirs or first 
person accounts of Nehemiah. God worked through the obedience of Nehemiah; 
however, He also worked through the wrongly-motivated, wicked hearts of His 
enemies. Nehemiah’s enemies failed, not so much as a result of the success of 
Nehemiah’s strategies, but because “God had brought their plot to nothing” 
(4:15). God used the opposition of Judah’s enemies to drive His people to their 
knees in the same way that He used the favor of Cyrus to return His people to the 
Land, to fund their building project, and to even protect the reconstruction of 
Jerusalem’s walls. Not surprisingly, Nehemiah acknowledged the true motive of 
his strategy to repopulate Jerusalem: “my God put it into my heart” (7:5). It was 
He who accomplished it. 

Another theme in Nehemiah, as in Ezra, is opposition. Judah’s enemies started 
rumors that God’s people had revolted against Persia. The goal was to intimidate 
Judah into forestalling reconstruction of the walls. In spite of opposition from 
without and heartbreaking corruption and dissension from within, Judah 
completed the walls of Jerusalem in only 52 days (6:15), experienced revival 
after the reading of the law by Ezra (8:1ff.), and celebrated the Feast of 
Tabernacles (8:14ff.; ca. 445 B.C.). 



The book’s detailed insight into the personal thoughts, motives, and 
disappointments of Nehemiah makes it easy for the reader to primarily identify 
with him, rather than “the sovereign hand of God” theme and the primary 
message of His control and intervention into the affairs of His people and their 
enemies. But the exemplary behavior of the famous cupbearer is eclipsed by God 
who orchestrated the reconstruction of the walls in spite of much opposition and 
many setbacks; the “good hand of God” theme carries through the book of 
Nehemiah (1:10; 2:8, 18). 

Interpretive Challenges 

First, since much of Nehemiah is explained in relationship to Jerusalem’s gates 
(cf. Neh. 2, 3, 8, 12), one needs to see the map “Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s Day” 
for an orientation. Second, the reader must recognize that the time line of 
chapters 1–12 encompassed about one year (445 B.C.), followed by a long gap 
of time (over 20 years) after Neh. 12 and before Neh. 13. Finally, it must be 
recognized that Nehemiah actually served two governorships in Jerusalem, the 
first from 445–433 B.C. (cf. Neh. 5:14; 13:6) and the second beginning possibly 
in 424 B.C. and extending to no longer than 410 B.C. 

Outline 

I. Nehemiah’s First Term as 
Governor (1:1–12:47) 

A. Nehemiah’s Return and 
Reconstruction (1:1–7:73a) 

1. Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem 
(1:1–2:20) 
2. Nehemiah and the people rebuild 
the walls (3:1–7:3) 
3. Nehemiah recalls the first return 
under Zerubbabel (7:4–73a) 

B. Ezra’s Revival and Renewal 
(7:73b–10:39) 

1. Ezra expounds the law (7:73b–
8:12) 

2. The people worship and repent 
(8:13–9:37) 
3. Ezra and the priests renew the 
covenant (9:38–10:39) 

C. Nehemiah’s Resettlement and 
Rejoicing (11:1–12:47) 

1. Jerusalem is resettled (11:1–
12:26) 
2. The people dedicate the walls 
(12:27–47) 

II. Nehemiah’s Second Term as 
Governor (13:1–31) 

 

“The well taught Christian carries everything to God; 
and in doing so, obtains relief, enjoys peace, and 
grows in grace. For all we need we should call upon 
God; and from all we fear we should flee unto God.” 

 
"Will ye also go away?" — John 6:67 

any have forsaken Christ, and  
have walked no more with him; but 
what reason have YOU to make a 
change? Has there been any reason 
for it in the past? Has not Jesus 
proved himself all-sufficient? He 

appeals to you this morning-"Have I been a 
wilderness unto you?" When your soul has 
simply trusted Jesus, have you ever been 
confounded? Have you not up till now found 
your Lord to be a compassionate and generous 
friend to you, and has not simple faith in him 
given you all the peace your spirit could desire? 
Can you so much as dream of a better friend than he has been to you? Then 
change not the old and tried for new and false. As for the present, can that 
compel you to leave Christ? When we are hard beset with this world, or with the 
severer trials within the Church, we find it a most blessed thing to pillow our 
head upon the bosom of our Saviour. This is the joy we have to-day that we are 
saved in him; and if this joy be satisfying, wherefore should we think of 
changing? Who barters gold for dross? We will not forswear the sun till we find 
a better light, nor leave our Lord until a brighter lover shall appear; and, since 
this can never be, we will hold him with a grasp immortal, and bind his name as 
a seal upon our arm. As for the future, can you suggest anything which can arise 
that shall render it necessary for you to mutiny, or desert the old flag to serve 
under another captain? We think not. If life be long-he changes not. If we are 
poor, what better than to have Christ who can make us rich? When we are sick, 
what more do we want than Jesus to make our bed in our sickness? When we die, 
is it not written that "neither death, nor life, nor things present, nor things to 
come, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord!" We say with Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go – C. H. Spurgeon  

 

“Believe it, brethren, it is easier to declaim, like an orator, against a thousand 
sins of others, than to mortify one sin, like Christians, in ourselves; to be more 
industrious in our pulpits, than in our closets; to preach twenty sermons o our 
people, than one to our own hearts.” -- John Flavel 
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Will ye also go?  
 



 
Enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. – 
Matt 6:6. 

f Mr. John Shepherd, of the United States, it is recorded that he was 
greatly distinguished for his success in the pulpit.  When on his death-
bed, he said to some young ministers who were present:  “The secret 
of my success is in these three things: --‘1.  The studying of my 
sermons very frequently cost me tears.’  ‘2. Before I preached a 

sermon to others, I derived good from it myself.’  ‘3.  I have always gone into 
the pulpit as if I were immediately after to render an account to my Master.’”  
All who knew that devoted man would have united in express his secret in three 
words, --“ In the closet.” 

Note:  Dear reader, Are you a Sunday School teacher or one who has the 
precious work of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with others?  Remember the 
above story, and follow this old saint’s counsel in all that you do. 

 
“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall He not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?” – Matt. 
6:30 

When Mungo Park was traveling in Africa, he was seized by a band of 
thieves who robbed him and left him almost destitute of clothing.  In this 
situation he looked around him with amazement and horror.  In the midst 
of a vast wilderness; in the depth of the rainy season; naked and alone’ 

surrounded by savage animals, and men still more savage; five hundred miles from 
the nearest European settlement: no wonder that his spirits began to fail him.  “At this 
moment,” says he,, “the extraordinary beauty of a small moss, growing upon a stone 
caught my eye.  I could not contemplate the delicate formation of its roots, leaves and 
capsula without admiration.  Can that Being, thought I, who planted, watered, and 
brought to perfection, in this obscure part of the world, a thing which appears of such 
small importance, look with unconcern on the situation and suffering of creatures 
formed after His own image?  Surely not!  Reflections like these would not allow me 
to despair.  I started up, and disregarding both hunger and fatigue, traveled forwards, 
assured that relief was at hand; and I was not disappointed.”   

O	

W	

In the closet  

Thoughts on the  
Health and Wealth 

“Gospel”  
icture God as saying to you, "My son, 
why is it that day by day you rise, and 
pray, and genuflect, and even strike the 
ground with your forehead, nay 
sometimes even shed tears, while you 

say to Me: 'My Father, give me wealth!' If I were 
to give it to you, you would think yourself of 
some importance, you would fancy that you had 
gained something very great. Because you asked for it, you have it. But take care 
to make good use of it. Before you had it, you were humble; now that you have 
begun to be rich you despise the poor. What kind of a good is that which only 
makes you worse? For worse you are, since you were bad already. And that it 
would make you worse you knew not; hence you asked it of Me. I gave it to you, 
and I proved you; you have found -- and you have found out! Ask of Me better 
things than these, greater things than these. Ask of Me spiritual things. Ask of 
Me Myself!".—St. Augustine 

 

Only the eternal is important 
 

(J. R. Miller, "Counsel and Help" 1907) 

"Set your minds on things above--not on earthly things." Colossians 3:2 

Over the doorway of a church is the inscription: "Only the eternal is 
important".  

There are a great many things which are not worth our while to do. 
Some of us spend our days in poor trivialities which bless no one, and 
which will add no luster to our crown. Waste no opportunity. Despise 

no privilege. Squander no moment. One hour lost will leave a flaw.  There is just 
enough time for you to live your life well--if you spend every moment of it in 
earnest, faithful duty. A life thus lived in unbroken diligence and faithfulness, 
will have no regrets when the end comes. Its work will be completed. 

"So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal." 2 Corinthians 4:18 
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