
“Mr. Thornton and the Poor Clergyman”  

 

The late Mr. Thornton was applied to, by a respectable clergyman, for some financial 

assistance. Mr. Thornton having listened to his story, immediately gave him a draft for fifteen 

pounds. 

Whilst the grateful clergyman was still with him, the mail arrived, and Mr. Thornton 

begged him not to go till he should see if he had received any news which might interest him. 

He began, accordingly, to read one of his letters, and, after a long pause said to his friend, "Here 

is a letter that brings bad news indeed; I have lost a very valuable ship, and certainly my loss 

cannot be less than £20,000. You must return me that draft, my dear sir, and to prove that I do 

not deceive you, read the letter which I have just received. 

What could the poor clergyman do? He recalled to mind the condition of his starving 

and sickly wife and children, and anticipated the grievous disappointment which his returning 

from Mr. Thornton without assistance would occasion. However, with a heavy heart he handed 

the draft back to Mr. T., and betook himself to read the letter, by way of concealing his 

distressed countenance. He soon perceived the loss was even greater than Mr. T. had mentioned, 

and all his hopes died away. 

In the meantime Mr. Thornton had been writing, and when the letter was returned to 

him, he said, " You see, my dear sir, how difficult things have become for me, however here is 

another paper, which I desire you will put in your pocket. The poor, hopeless clergyman took it, 

and opening it, found a draft for fifty pounds. He looked at Mr. T., as if doubting the evidence of 

his senses, but Mr. T. replied, " My dear sir, as the Almighty seems determined to deprive me of 

that wealth which he gave, and which he has so good a right to take away, I must be speedy, 

therefore, to give while it is in my possession." 

 


